Steven Lee Burton
December 8, 1951 - July 12, 2022

Steven Lee Burton, our beloved father, grandfather, and friend passed away peacefully on
July 12, 2022 after a long battle with cancer.
Steve was born on December 8, 1951 in Price, Utah to Lee Clark and Mildred Jones
Burton. He loved to visit his grandparents in Nephi, where he not only gained a love of
Juab County, but also taking care of animals. He loved to attend the Ute Stampede and
didn’t miss many. As a child, he enjoyed going on camping trips, spending time with the
Jones cousins and raising homing pigeons. His life growing up was always an adventure.
He also spent summers in Logan helping Uncle Richard and learning even more about
what it meant to work. He graduated from Olympus High School and attended Utah State
University. After a year at Utah State, he was called to serve in the Germany South
Mission. He returned home after completing his mission and changed his major from
Biology to Political Science.
Steve had such an analytical mind which made data analysis easy for him. He worked for
Dan Jones which grew into his first full-time job of researching and predicting public
opinions even being featured on KSL Channel 5 on election nights. Steve, then started his
own market research company, Advanced Market Research. Smith’s Food and Drug was
one of his clients and after some discussion, he went to direct their consumer research
department. He worked at Smith’s for 30 years and retired as the Vice President of
Consumer Research performing customer research for not only Smith’s, but the Kroger
Company of stores in Utah and other states.
Steve married Sandra Jensen Burton on June 12, 1974 in the Salt Lake Temple. He was a
faithful member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and served in many
capacities. He served in the Young Men’s organization, as a Gospel Doctrine Teacher, a
High Council Member as well as being a member of several bishoprics. His favorite calling
was serving in the Young Single Adult Ward Bishopric helping to guide the Young Single
Adults. Steve and Sandra enjoyed serving as temple workers in both the Jordan River and
Oquirrh Mountain Temples where they made many dear friends.

Steve was very dedicated to his family. Steve and Sandra were always together and made
a great team. They would even plan their cancer appointments together. They built their
life in West Jordan and later in Levan. Steve loved Juab County and animals so much
from his youth that he wanted to move to Levan full time, finally realizing that dream in
2020. They would travel to Levan every weekend for almost 25 years.They raised lambs,
goats and worked in the garden outside together, creating Levan Ridge Farms.
Steve and Sandra loved to be involved and serve. One of their favorite highlights was to
host annual Christmas dinners for the older single neighbors in the West Jordan Ward,
showing off his amazing cooking talents. Breakfasts and dinners will never be the same
again. He also was a major proponent of the East African Refugee Goat Project and has
been instrumental in helping it flourish. He made many friends within that organization and
valued their interactions. He also had the pleasure of serving on the Salt Lake County Fair
Board, Utah Woolgrower’s Association Board and the Utah Sheep Board.
He loved his children and his grandchildren more than anything else. He attended
everything, dance recitals, piano recitals, sporting events. The one event he loved
attending most was livestock shows to watch his grandchildren show goats, lambs and
hogs. He was their biggest fan and supporter. He also loved to work on projects with them.
Assisting them in designing, editing and perfecting projects was one of his greatest
talents.
He is survived by his children, Sonja (Oscar) and Jonathan (Andrea) as well as his
grandchildren, Miranda Ferrufino, JaLeigh Burton, Rowen Ferrufino, Emma Burton and
Andilyn Burton; sister, Kathy Richter (Bill) and brother, Lynn Burton (Venna); many nieces
and a nephew who loved him. He was preceded in death by his wife, Sandra and his
parents.
The family would like to express their sincere appreciation to Dr. Scott Samuelson and to
Dr. Christian Barney, for their skill and dedication to both Steve and Sandra. The trusted
nurses and caregivers at Utah Cancer Specialists continue to be second to none. We also
appreciate Julianne Parkin from Central Valley Home and Hospice for helping us care for
our dad during this time.
Services will be held on Tuesday, July 19, 2022 at noon at the Levan 2nd Ward Chapel,
25 N. 100 E. in Levan, Utah. A viewing will be held on Monday, July 18, 2022 from 6-8 pm
at the Anderson Funeral Home, 94 W. 300 N., Nephi, Utah and before funeral services
from 10:30-11:30 am at the Levan 2nd Ward Chapel in Levan, Utah. Steve will be interred

at the Vine Bluff Cemetery in Nephi, Utah following the service.
Since education and agriculture are important to both our parents, in lieu of flowers, we
ask that you consider a donation to the Steve and Sandra Burton Agricultural Excellence
Scholarship at Mountain America Credit Union. This is for graduating high school students
excelling in the field of agriculture.
The service will be livestreamed on the Anderson & Goff Mortuary Facebook Page at the
following link:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Funeral-Service---Cemetery/Anderson-Goff-Mo
rtuary-293949407707203/
(The livestream video will appear when the service starts.)

________________________________________________________________________

Previous Events
Viewing
JUL 18. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (MT)
Anderson Funeral Home
94 West 300 North
Nephi, UT 84648
afh1866@yahoo.com
https://www.andersonfh1866.com/

Viewing
JUL 19. 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM (MT)
Levan 2nd Ward Chapel
25 North 100 East
Levan, UT 84639

Funeral Service
JUL 19. 12:00 PM (MT)
Levan 2nd Ward Chapel
25 North 100 East
Levan, UT 84639

Tribute Wall
1 file added to the album Memories Album

Goff Mortuary - July 21 at 03:21 AM



Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of
Steven Lee Burton.

July 18 at 04:54 PM

UG

Utah Refugee Goats purchased the Strength & Solace Spray
for the family of Steven Lee Burton.

Utah Refugee Goats - July 18 at 11:44 AM



Blue Caribbean Bouquet was purchased for the family of
Steven Lee Burton.

July 18 at 11:17 AM

MT

Our deepest condolence to the family, we knew Steve and Sandra for a short
time, but they were wonderful people.
Michael and Jan Tindall - July 14 at 08:08 PM

BE

I will never hear the words, "Well, hello sister friendly," again. Steve never greeted
me in any other fashion. We were called to serve in the Swahili Branch in South
Salt Lake. The first day we were in training for the Swahili Branch our leader
stopped her lesson and asked the group, "Does anyone know anything about
goats?" We all said no, But I said we know someone who does, and the rest is
history. When he was involved with the African Program he would bring pictures
of their progress to us. He loved the People in the program and was very
dedicated to helping not just members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints but individuals from all tribes and faiths that came together to develop a
program to help our African friends engage in employment. May lives have been
blessed due to sacrifice of Steve and Sandra Burton in this program. Thank you
Steve and Sandra. We will miss you and your sweet spirits. Betty
Betty - July 14 at 07:31 PM

LM

I first met Steve about 10 years ago, at the beginning of the East African Refugee
Goat Project and am a better person for having known him. I only wish I had met
him 20 years earlier. There are people who print their values on t-shirts and
bumper stickers and then, on rare occasions such as Steve, there are people who
get up every morning and live their values as an example to us all. And what
values he lived. Steve’s generosity, compassion, competence, fairness, humility
and work ethic have been, and will always be, an inspiration to me – and to the
many refugees he worked with.
Not many people know, but Steve donated the initial group of goats that would
become the herd that is now owned and managed by Utah Refugee Goats, a
refugee-controlled nonprofit that supplies goat meat to refugee communities living
here in Utah – and more importantly, gives refugees a home and a
connectedness to this land that Steve and so many others of us love and cherish.
Steve understood, and acted upon, the principle that our newly arrived neighbors
need a helping hand, not a handout, to fully integrate and help us build a vibrant,
diverse and resilient community. And Steve has done more than anyone I know to
give refugees the opportunity to earn respect, self-worth, self-reliance and dignity
– something that no government check or aid program will ever be able to do.
We’ve all heard Dr. King’s plea that we should judge people by the content of
their character, not the color of their skin. Steve lived that principle. He worked
side-by-side with Muslims, Animists, Catholics, Protestants and the whole
spectrum of human belief. He counted as his friends people from the remotest
corners of the globe. He never questioned and never demanded. If someone was
willing to work for something good, Steve was ready to help.
Over the last several years, Steve fought a valiant battle with cancer. It was an
endless cycle of surgeries, chemotherapy and treatments, yet I never once heard
him complain or wallow in self-pity. Just this year, Steve was an invaluable help
as we went through our first kidding season, always ready to share his knowledge
and to show up when needed - all while dealing with weekly chemo treatments
and the death of his beloved wife. As I worked more closely with Steve over the
past year, I saw that he knew his time was short, but he was determined to find
joy and optimism in each day or, as Warren Zevon put it, to “enjoy every
sandwich”. He delighted in sharing stories with me of his grandchildren and
friends and their accomplishments, never showing any bitterness of knowing that
he would never see how those stories end. His grace and dignity in the face of
these overwhelming tribulations will always be something that I aspire to, but
doubt I will ever match.
The street artist, Banksy, once said: “They say you die twice. One time when you
stop breathing and a second time, a bit later on, when somebody says your name
for the last time.” I know Steve’s name is being offered up tonight in prayers in
Swahili and Arabic and Maay Maay and a host of other tongues and we at URG
will work to keep his memory – and the lessons he taught us – alive far into the

future. Our farm would not exist but for Steve’s generosity and support and we
will do our best to tend well the seeds he planted – and to tell our children stories
of a great man.
Thank you, Steve, for the time you shared with us.
Lew Miller,
President
Utah Refugee Goats
Lew Miller - July 14 at 06:09 PM

TF

Sonja and family and Jonathan and Family,
You will miss your parents and their huge presence in your lives.
Your children will miss the love and examples of your Dad and Mom but it was so good while they were here! What valuable lessons they taught!
It is difficult to get through the loss of parents so close together - but I imagine
they will be close to you and still, still in your lives. Take comfort that they are
together again - and that hard separation was short lived.
We will miss them.
Terry & Brenda Floyd - July 14 at 12:06 PM

AF

Dear Sonja and Jonathan and Family,
What excruciating losses your family has endured this year. While your parent's
did everything together in life, I imagine it has been a sweet reunion for them
once again. May you feel their love and support, their guiding hand and sense of
approval as your families grow and progress through mortality. They were
wonderful people, which should help you to know how very special each of you
are. Many prayers and love today and always. May Heavenly Father double His
healing balm for you at this time.
A Friend - July 13 at 09:01 PM

